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enemy had only to give him the finishing stroke, he after-
wards said.
By degrees, however, the prospect brightened. The
fugitives kept coming in, and the enemy neglected to give
the finishing stroke. Frederick shook off his prussian
despair, and resumed the command of his affairs mend.
army. Artillery was ordered up from Berlin, and the
troops serving against the Swedes were recalled from
Pomerania. Within a week of Kunersdorf he was at the
head of 33,000 men, and in a position to send relief to
Dresden, which was besieged by an Austrian and Im-
perialist army. The relief, as it happened, arrived just
too late. On the morrow of Kunersdorf, Frederick had
written to Schmettau, the commandant, bidding him
make terms, and Schmettau, without waiting to „
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see whether the king's affairs were really as Dresden,
hopeless as they seemed at first, entered pre- SePtember4-
cipitately into a capitulation, and surrendered the city
when help was actually close at hand.
The rapidity with which Frederick recovered from his
defeat is most surprising, but that he should have been
allowed time for recovery is more surprising still. It has
been surmised, with much probability, that Soltikoff had
no wish to push him too hard. As the life of inactivity of
the Czarina drew to a close, the party of Peter th.e Aus'
-	.	r      J	tnans and
and his   consort   Catharine  (afterwards   the Russians
celebrated Empress Catharine II.) grew daily ^r0rf"n"
stronger in St. Petersburg, and their policy was ^?j^of
directly opposed to that of Elizabeth.    But, Soltikoff.
however this may be, whether Soltikoff was or was not a
traitor to his mistress, the supineness of Daun, who with
the main Austrian army lay inactive a few marches off,
furnished feoltikoff with an excellent excuse for doing
nothing.    The loss of the Russians in the battle was
hardly less severe than that of the Prussians, though

